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The greater differences in admissions in the ages over 30 might be related to ongoing domestic violence. Several studies indicate that the risk of being the victim of wife beating is most pronounced in the fourth decade of life. ' 24 The abused woman, in her exposed and desolate situation, does not always seek medical care for specific somatic diseases.3 The "battered wife syndrome" consists of somatic, psychosomatic, and psychiatric symptoms, and psychosocial support is an important reason for seeking hospital care.5
Any physician should consider the possibility of ongoing domestic violence when confronted with a female patient lacking other obvious reasons for frequent hospital admissions. We expressed results for PAPP-A in multiples of the control group median (MoM) using the overall median concentration for all the unaffected pregnancies without adjustment for gestation since there was no significant relation between concentration and gestational age. Concentration of PAPP-A was significantly lower in the women with Down's syndrome pregnancies than in the controls (p<0-001, Wilcoxon signed rank test) (figure). The median MoM was 0-23 (95% confidence interval 0-17 to 0 46) in the cases of Down's syndrome; 12 of the 19 women with affected pregnancies (63%) had values below the 10th centile value for the controls. 
Comment
Our results show that PAPP-A is a useful first trimester serum marker for Down's syndrome. Measurement ofserum PAPP-A concentration together with other markers and the use of maternal age may form the basis of effective first trimester screening for Down's syndrome.
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